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 The purpose of this study was the content analysis of sixth primary school social studies 

textbook based on components of multicultural education. First, the theoretical 
foundations of multicultural education were studied and its key components were 

identified. Then, the content of sixth primary school social studies textbook was 

analyzed based on these components. The Research method of study was the content 
analysis method and pages Analysis unit (text). Findings showed that in the sixth 

primary school social studies textbook, it has been noted to the component such as 

"reflecting the diversity of ethnic, race, environmental and religious in the curriculum". 
Also, in the textbook, the components of multicultural education were not used equally 

in the various chapters and whole of the book, but there was not a significant 

differences between the use of Components of multicultural education in various 
content formats content such as text, activities, pictures and etc. according to the 

analysis results, sixth primary school social studies textbook has focused on the 

component such as "reflecting the diversity of ethnic, race, environmental and religious 
in the curriculum" and the other factors of multicultural education have been considered 

very low. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

  The term "multicultural" is a concept that in recent years, has been emphasized by education and sociology 

of education in particular, because only ten percent of the world's countries can be considered as homogeneous 

countries [17]. 

 But within other countries, you can observe different ethnicities and nationalities despite the move toward 

globalization, seeking for preserve their different cultures and their cultural identities. Diversity is an integral 

part of the basic characteristics of today's world and an effective factor in interactions between individual and 

social life. The emergence of diversity in the society is involuntary [30]. Cultural diversity is one of the major 

issues in contemporary societies. 

 Therefore, among skills needed in the twenty-first century, Ability to constant adapt with people from 

different cultures and Intercultural communication is very important [3] in the other words, a new kind of 

citizenship that present century need it, is multi-cultural citizen [4]. 

 Culture is not only moved, but also being built constantly. The Culture is not just history and relate to the 

past, But it has functional aspects and has a vital relationship with present. Culture just do not includes a set of 

beliefs, customs, knowledge types and General and comprehensive list of objects, but it is a combination of 

social heritage and way of life [32]. Iran's population consist of different ethnic groups and nationalities and 

actually, Iran is among the countries in the world where you can see various subcultures. 

 The diversity of languages, lifestyles, and ways of life, customs and traditions are easily visible and the 

existence of different social classes also increases the complexity [17]. The Quran clearly states, human 

difference creation shows the miracle of human creation by God and a context to know Counterparts. In order to 

be able these diverse cultural and ethnic groups to live peacefully together, Must avoid prejudice and 

ethnocentrism and move towards cultural relativism. 
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 The cultural relativism principle is a belief based on that No culture is better than another culture and there 

are no clear criteria which due to it, be able to impose a cultural norms on other cultures. So, the diverse ethnic 

and cultural groups should understand differences and similarities of each other and try to improve inter-ethnic 

relations and cultural work [3]. In the recent past, it was thought that educational Systems plan Regardless of the 

diversity of cultures and beliefs of people, but today, Due to the influence of cultures on each other, inevitably 

should consider this item in planning and design of the curriculum. In such circumstances, education should 

addition to provide specialized knowledge, help the students to acquire knowledge and skills  that being 

successful in facing with Conditions and requirements of the modern era, including interactions and cultural 

encounters [12]. Hence, many countries such as Australia, Canada, America, Malaysia and India as a 

multicultural countries pay attention to importance and necessity of these type of training and by designing and 

developing curricula with such approach, Try to train students familiar with life skills in a multicultural society 

[24]. 

 Nieto Multicultural education outstanding scholar has stated that increasing diversity in schools should be 

recognized as a valuable asset and not as a problem. Thus, an important part of Duty of respect to cultural 

diversity and transmission of Common values to people is the responsibility of the educational system. 

 The purpose of any educational system is that prepare all its students to become informed citizens and 

efficient in managing a changing society, but this should be done as: first providing appropriate conditions for 

learning and development of every child, regardless of his linguistic and cultural features and secondly, by 

creating a balance between the two types of culture (national culture and Ethnic culture), Each student's Sense of 

responsibility towards the country and its area Sense of responsibility of each student to their countries and 

home regions should equally be distributed And one is not at priority at the expense of another [17]. In this 

regard, the fundamental mission of education in multicultural societies, Designing culturally sensitive programs 

and responsive to the multicultural characteristics. 

 "Multicultural curriculum" is a mechanism that can be achieved through the empowerment of individuals 

and groups in terms of access to knowledge, Attitudes and skills to live peacefully in a multicultural society 

more efficient and effective. Multicultural curriculum is born in multicultural society and Multicultural describe 

a situation that different cultures for some reason, allows to live together. 

 The main mission of multicultural curriculum approach, Designing and developing curriculum with a 

multicultural features. This means that while the Incorporating the voices of all cultures and respect to them, Try 

to establish rapport and interaction between them So that we can achieve the goal of "unity in diversity". 

 This purpose in addition to consider the value and intrinsic importance of cultural diversity, Intends to 

create an integrity to live peacefully among them through educating the interaction between them [24]. 

Developing curricula in all areas requires the use of an underlying theory to act as a guide in the reviewing and 

conducting of research process [20]. Each curriculum as a complex system Compose of connected elements 

(educational pamphlet and studies, 2001). Curricular Spider Web Pattern that invented by Akker can be seen in 

Figure 1, has shown an arrangement condition of curriculum elements specifically Where all components and 

elements are connected to each other around the Logic axis of curriculum [8]. 

 Textbooks are the most traditional educational media through which programs are submitted in writing. 

Textbooks contains reflects from curriculum changes and community values and they have particular 

importance in Centralized educational systems and Coordinated Exams because in this type of education, learner 

should learn and studied all available content and subjects In order to achieve academic success [1]. Due to the 

importance and widely used textbooks in the Iran Focused education system, Effectiveness and desirability of 

them is equal with suitability of education system and inefficiency and the difficulty is equal with of their 

inefficiency and weaknesses of the education system. Thus, attention to the textbooks and scientific principles 

observance to develop them and attention to the educational needs in writing of textbooks and coordinate them 

with the mental abilities of students and optimizing Textbooks has such an importance that engage Many 

experts, planners, authors of textbooks and teachers, as each year High costs spending to change and modified 

textbooks. 

 Content is one of the ten elements of the curriculum.in the quality of the curriculum, Content addresses this 

question that "What do learners learn?" [7]. 

 The first step to train citizens that can respect to cultural diversity in the country must begin from reforming 

Curriculum. Thus, multicultural education requires a strategy and planning to its mission in order to In order to 

improve the knowledge, information and citizens social relationships. In the field of academic training we 

require greater attention from the educational planner. In this context, the dominant ideology over planning 

curriculum are among the effective factors in policies developing and efficient and effective framework of 

concepts and multicultural education issues. In the curricula of educational systems in most developed countries 

this field has been on special emphasis, but in Iran because of centralized structure of the educational system, 

we emphasis more on cultural official curriculum and cultural characteristics does not take into consideration 

that it deserves. 
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 Tack a look to accomplished surveys in the context of attention to ethnicity, national identity and ethnic 

diversity in textbooks has shown that the books attitude to these items are weak and neutral. In other words, the 

Iranian textbooks often have lack of necessary content and approach in order to strengthen national identity 

through cultural and ethnic diversity. The content analysis of textbooks teacher training centers indicates that 

there isn’t much attention to concepts of multicultural education in the content of this center and even with the 

point of view of the students of this centers and Multicultural education in teacher training institutions does not 

a proper place and the center's instructors in their training pay little attention to the concepts and issues in 

multicultural education [3]. As Jenks (2001) has found in a study future teachers still ready to teach in idealistic 

schools containing White, middle-class and monolingual children and many of the teachers are faced with the 

problem of racism. 

 Fry [3] has revealed that many social studies teachers are not familiar with the concepts and goals of 

multicultural education. However, the background experiences of teachers, has an explanatory value and 

enlightenment in the understanding of pre-service teachers about Multicultural teaching perspectives. 

 Teachers today need to understand multicultural education, has assessed the content role in achieving the 

goals of multicultural education more than any other element of the curriculum. 

 Sajjadi [27] reviews some of the textbooks in the education system of Iran has found that in religious 

studies or religious education, they attention to the government Desired religion and other religions are ignored. 

 In the course of history we attempt to portray national history and they don’t note to other history (west or 

east). Even in terms of geography, the attempt is have a certain bias towards their environmental and ecological 

situations. Sadeghi [24] during the content analysis of the Iran national curriculum based on components of 

multicultural education concluded that the document has a relative attention to components of multicultural 

education. In another study that analyzes Quad philosophical Foundations content of the National Curriculum 

document (ontology, anthropology, epistemology and axiology) they identified that in the formulation of 

philosophical National Curriculum document, Multicultural education components have partially manifested but 

it is not enough. 

 The basics of ontology document is not reflected no component of multicultural education component [26]. 

However, Hakimzade et al [12] n analyzing the content of school textbooks has found that has been paid more 

than expected to multicultural education. Although the observed differences in the frequency of each of the 

components of multicultural education is significant. So that in the text books they pay a significant attention to 

Customs and dialects of Persian culture and customs of various ethnic groups and participation of all people 

around the world in the production of knowledge, But the study of other cultures around the world and 

strengthen the spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas have been less noticed. 

 Study in the field of multi-cultural education in multicultural societies such as Malaysia and Singapore 

shows that these two countries face different acculturation ideologies. So the major ethnic groups of Malaysia 

are controlled by the Malays, Chinese and Hindi and depicted by them But Malaysian schools has formed based 

on the model of multicultural education [20]. 

 According to the checklist by Collins and Gzarra and smith (1998) as a guide for global and international 

studies that provide in education, the rate of attention to global issues in the school environment and curriculum 

has been evaluated, and attention to concepts such as respect for diversity and multicultural education, attention 

to common heritage of mankind in the production of knowledge in the text books has been emphasized. 

 On the other hand, when the student population in a country like the United States is culturally diverse, 

providing an equitable education for all students in this country is necessary. In this context it should help 

teachers to achieve the attitudes, knowledge, skills, and talents, to work with students from different cultures; 

teachers regardless of race, prepare to teach in classrooms with diverse cultures. 

 Monocultural education system, is a system that only one group of students are placed in a position of 

power and the rest due to cultural differences and conflict, in the current study, are faced with many difficulties. 

Intensification of these differences and conflicts, makes Students leaving school and convert them to non-

productive and lack of performance. So one of the solutions to this problem, deploying a multicultural education 

as an approach in school systems [17]. 

 Assessing the ethnicity place in explicitly high school curricula through content analysis of social studies, 

history, sociology and political science high school and college, shows the Position based imply an 

unwillingness to plan family issues, implicit emphasis on ethnic conflicts and absent of ethnicity and ethnic 

categories in textbooks. Also, the place of ethnicity in the textbook is an Oxymoron place and this without 

conditioning compared to place of ethnicity, are faced teachers and students in this field, with lots of 

contradictory and challenging information. 

 Therefore, education to meet the diverse culture of the country inevitably develop multi-cultural curriculum 

[30]. The in multi-ethnic societies like Iran, employing ethnic culture in formal education and its propagation 

through the curriculum, provide the areas ethnic link and Society s interracial and unifying cultural and national 

unity. This is true in all fields and courses of study; 
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 So that even medical science teacher should have attitudes, behavior and knowledge of multicultural in 

order to respond appropriately to the cultural diversity of clients (Especially students and patients) [21]. 

 You can even use the factor of cultural diversity management skills (In terms of racial and ethnic diversity, 

religious diversity, and religious) by managers is effective in increasing the level of social participation of 

students [10]. 

 In addition, the study Iraqiya and colleagues (2010) found that Students gain different experiences in their 

education process about culture and ethnicity. Meanwhile the children that are trained based on different 

cultures, they damage lower due to racial differences. 

 However, the relationship between Turkish elementary curriculum goals and multicultural is very low. 

Iran's population consists of ethnic groups, nationalities, groups and various sectors that each of them has its 

own culture and the culture, native language and ethnicity of the people are different of the Iran's capital and 

other major cities, but education is still manage as centralized approach and textbooks are also subject to the 

centralization and their contents provide in Tehran and by experts of textbooks. 

 These problem shows itself more when we see it from angle between these ethnic groups and their cultural 

due to the importance of culture in shaping human character, the success rate of each student in the school 

system is much influenced by cultural characteristics. Hence, from the start of primary school and pre-school 

education, provide an Inequality conditions for students who finally, leads the lack of success and the success of 

one another, both in education and in adult life [17]. 

 Multicultural curriculum is a kind of curriculum that in countries that are directly involved in the diversity 

of peoples and cultures, the duties of education providing appropriate contexts in the curriculum to meet 

different cultures [14]. Interactions of different people from different cultures although provide opportunities for 

co-operation and understanding, may create Contradictions. 

 But how they treat depend on what extent are prepared to understand the cultural differences and how they 

think about cultural diversity and its processes, it depends on their training. When Multicultural education is 

successful that happen simultaneously everywhere (school, family, cultural and religious institutions). 

Generally, in those countries with cultural diversity the persons who is more flexible and have the skills to adapt 

to other cultures, Can adapt to the situation and remain in the area [6]. 

 Since society of Iran is such a rainbow of different cultures [25], accepting the importance of cultural 

diversity in education attention to cultural issues in the curriculum, The fundamental question is: if education 

wants to move toward the attention cultural diversity, what should be included in curriculum content and what is 

the current state of textbooks? 

 In other words, with the Acknowledging that all citizens are members of the Iranian community, and faced 

by many challenges and problems, and having a national perspective coupled with acceptance and respect for 

cultural diversity to prepare curriculum play an important role in solving this problem and students should see 

which training and what is current situation in this field? 

 Although the ethnics cultural issues is considered as one of the most important issues in cultural, social, 

political in contemporary period, But this importance is crystallize mainly in a political context In of educational 

and cultural field, little work has been done on them [5] and the existence of a sensitive multicultural curriculum 

and Responsive to the cultural and ethnic diversity in Iran's education system has been neglected and absent [2]. 

 So that it is not limited to first and second high school textbooks and content analysis of Farsi and primary 

school social studies textbook may indicate a lack of attention to their ethnic component [29].  

 Increasing power students on removing different ethnic and cultural barriers to communication can have a 

positive impact on the development of ethics in educational settings and creates national unity and link sections 

of society [11] And to strengthen national identity [19]. 

 Therefore, the multicultural education approach, regardless of Students ethnicity and culture, improve 

knowledge, understanding racial and ethnic, foster a sense of community, Civic participation will be a way for 

student's cooperation on group projects. 

 Assessing the current condition of textbooks are important because it gives us an accurate picture from the 

source of these themes and in order to evaluate the current situation, necessary Insights for planners and those 

involved in curriculum design to develop curricula and covering the curriculum areas and provides a reasonable 

curriculum [12]. 

 Research goals: According to the items mentioned in the introduction, the overall goal of this research is: 

identify factors related to multicultural education and evaluation rate according to any of these concepts in sixth 

grade social studies textbook. 

 

Methods:  

 The research methodology used in this research is content analysis. To review Manifest content of messages 

in a text can be used for content analysis method [28]. In content analyze, we use estimation phenomenon in the 

text that is the most basic type of research in content analysis. Data are obtained by Frequency counts, based on 

the frequency of occurrence, description and quantity. 
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 In this regard, Quantitate amounts are connected to a recording unit and reduces the scope of the text [12]. 

This study was conducted in two stages. First, to extract common and important component of multicultural 

education, Theoretical Principles of this approach has been studied in order to extract the key concepts and 

components. Then sixth-grade social studies textbook content was analyzed according to the components to 

determine how different parts of the textbook have been developed with respect to these components. Statical 

population of this study is sixth grade social studies textbook consists of 12 chapters that Ministry of Education 

published in 2012. Selecting primary school is because of this reason that emphasis on basic education in the 

primary school system accepted in all countries and this is the beginning of public and specialized education in 

higher education courses. Also, this period of education is compulsory, and all students are required to pass it, 

and in early childhood can better fulfilled the process of institutionalization of knowledge, attitudes and skills of 

the students. The sample is consisted of sixth grade social studies textbook. This Purposeful sampling is in order 

to the research questions, this textbook has been chosen because of the demand for cultural projects and is 

separate from the history and geography books of primary school. In purposive sampling, the researcher should 

be able to study people or events that Representing studied phenomena. On the other hand, the sample is not 

limited to human subjects and researchers can collect data from documents that can sample in each of the areas 

of study that will provide data [13]. 

 The sample in this study According to limited size of statistical population is accordance with population 

and has chosen by census method units in the sixth grade social studies textbook. Units of analysis in this study 

are Page (Text) of Sixth grade social studies textbook. And these units may include text, images, activities, work 

sheets and so forth. 

 To extract the frequency components of multicultural education concepts in sixth grade social studies 

textbook we used the table content analysis. This table contains a key concept (Multicultural Education) and 

four components as follows: 

1.Reflecting the diversity of ethnic, race, environmental, religious in the curriculum; 

2.Studying the other cultures and peoples of the world with iran; 

3.strengthen the spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas 

4.Having National and global communication between all cultures and Participation of people from all over the 

country and the world in the Formation of civilization and knowledge. 

 Components of multicultural education in this study based on studies conducted in about the keywords 

extracted related to multicultural, and after the initial adjustment to validate the 8 persons of University teachers 

that social Science degree or curricula (the field of culture and multiculturalism) was authoritid, were provided. 

 Then after collecting their comments and final approval by them, they analysis the content the textbook 

according to Components of multicultural education. 

 For data analysis, descriptive and inferential statistical methods were used. In the description part, we used 

the tables to present the mentioned frequency in the book and the expected frequency and in the inferential part 

we used Chi Square to determine the Meaningful of differences in frequency. 

 

The results of research: 

 In order to investigate first question (To what extent of the components of multicultural is used education in 

sixth grade social studies textbook?) we used descriptive statistics related to the frequency components of 

multicultural education in sixth grade social studies textbook that its results can be seen in table 1. 

 
Table 1: Frequency distribution of the components of multicultural education in the social studies textbook 

 frequency percent 

Reflect the ethnic diversity, environment, religion in the curriculum 

Studying of other cultures and peoples of the world and iran 

Strengthen the spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas 
National and global communication between all cultures and participation of all people from all over 

the country and the world in the development of civilization and knowledge 

total 

248 

28 

1 
25 

302 

82.1 

9.3 

.3 
8.3 

100.0 

 

 The results of table 1 shows that in the sixth grade social studies textbook, among the educational 

components the Most attention is to components such as "Reflecting the ethnic diversity, the environment and 

religion in the curriculum" with 82.1 percent and the least attention to the component "spirit of tolerance and 

acceptance of different ideas," with .3 percent. 

 In Table 2, calculation of x
2
 Factors Related to the component of second research question has brought here 

(Is there a significant difference between the application components of multicultural education in sixth grade 

social studies textbook?) 
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Table 2: Calculated x2 components of Multicultural Education in Social Studies Sixth Grade. 

Components of Gardner's 

multiple intelligences 

Number of 

observations 

Expected 

number 

remaining Degrees of 

freedom 

x2 Significance 

level 

Reflect the ethnic diversity ... 248 75.5 172.5    

Study cultures ... 28 75.5 -47.5    

Boosting the morale of ... 1 75.5 -74.5 3 531.298 0.000 

Communication ... 25 75.5 -50.5    

Total 302      

 

 According to Table 1, calculated x2 is equal to 531.298 is meaningful at the level of perception (p ≤.01). 

Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, we can say with 

confidence of .99 percent that there is significant differences between the application components of 

multicultural education in social studies sixth grade. And this difference is in the interest of component 

"reflecting the ethnic diversity, the environment, religion in the curriculum". 

 in Table 3 X2 Factors is calculated Related to the third research question(Is there a significant difference 

between the extents of application content providing templates in sixth grade social studies textbook?) 

 
Table 3: Calculated x2 framework of sixth grade social studies content. 

content providing 
templates 

Number of 
observations 

Expected 
number 

remaining Degrees of 
freedom 

x2 Significance level 

text 138 60.4 77.6    

activity 28 60.4 -32.4    

picture 99 60.4 38.6    

For studying 10 60.4 -50.4    

worksheet 27 60.4 -33.4    

total 302      

 

 According to results of Table 3, x2 calculated is equal 202.272 and level of perception (p ≤.01). Therefore, 

the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, we can say 0.99 percent 

confidence there are significant differences between the application content providing templates in sixth social 

studies grade this difference is in the interest of providing content in text form. 

 In table 4, x
2 

calculated relate to the component of the fourth question had been brought here (Is there a 

significant difference between the extents of application of content in sixth grade social studies textbook?) 

 
Table 4: Calculated x2 of content providing in sixth social studies grade. 

chapter Number of 
observations 

Expected 
number 

remaining Degrees of 
freedom 

x2 Significance 
level 

1 2 25.2 -23.2    

2 1 25.2 -24.2    

3 49 25.2 23.8    

4 16 25.2 -9.2    

5 21 25.2 -4.2 11 123.245 0.000 

6 37 25.2 11.8    

7 8 25.2 -17.2    

8 25 25.2 -.2    

9 46 25.2 20.8    

10 44 25.2 18.8    

11 20 25.2 -5.2    

12 33 25.2 7.8    

total 302      

 

 According to the results of table 4, calculated x
2
 is equal to 123.245 with a level of perception is meaningful 

(p ≤.01). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. Therefore, we can 

say 0.99 percent confidence that there is a significant differences between content providing in the sixth-grade 

social studies textbook and this difference is in favor of more content providing in the third chapter of this 

textbook. 

 In Tables 5 and 6 we bring the matrix and calculated x2 corresponding to the fifth research question (is 

there a significant difference between the extents of application in various chapter in sixth grade social studies 

textbook?) 
 

 

Table 5: Matrix forms of interaction between content providing templates in sixth-grade social studies. 

chapter 

content providing 

templates 

 کل 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

text 2 1 21 10 9 15 3 13 23 25 0 16 138 

activity 0 0 2 0 0 3 3 2 5 6 2 5 28 
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picture 0 0 9 6 12 14 2 10 16 11 13 6 99 

To study 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 4 5 10 

paper sheet 0 0 17 0 0 5 0 0 2 1 1 1 27 

total 2 1 49 16 21 37 8 25 46 44 20 33 302 

 

 x
2
 results between content providing templates in sixth-grade social studies chapter. 

 validity Degrees of freedom Significance level 

x2 133.108a 44 0.000 

Total Ratio 125.993 44 .0001 

Linear continuum 2.542 1 .111 

Number of acceptable sample 302   

 

 According to the results of table 5 and 6, calculated x2 is equal to 133.108 with a level of perception is 

meaningful (p ≤.01). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. 

Therefore, we can say 0.99 percent confidence that there is a significant differences between content providing 

template in the sixth-grade social studies textbook and this difference is in favor of providing content in text 

form. 

 In Tables 7 and 8 we bring the matrix and calculated x2 corresponding to the sixth research question. (Is 

there a significant difference between the extents of application of each components of multicultural education 

in the form of content presentation in sixth grade social studies textbook?) 

 
Table 7:  Matrix of interaction between the components of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies and content framework of  

textbooks. 

Components of 

Education 
content framework 

Reflect the 

ethnic 
diversity ... 

Study cultures 

... 

Morale boost 

... 

communication total 

text 107 16 1 14 138 

activity 19 5 0 4 28 

picture 86 6 0 7 99 

To study 10 0 0 0  

Paper sheet 26 1 0 0  

total 248 28 1 27  

 
Table 8: x2 results between the components of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies and content framework of textbooks. 

 Validity Degrees of freedom Significance level 

x2 14.556a 12 .267 

Total Ratio 18.543 12 .100 

Linear continuum 7.557 1 .006 

Number of acceptable sample 302   

 

 According to the results of table 7 and 8, calculated x2 is equal to 14.556 with a level of perception is not 

meaningful (p ≤.01). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. 

Therefore, we can say 0.99 percent confidence that there is not a significant differences between the components 

of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies and content framework of textbooks. In Tables 9 and 10 

we bring the matrix and calculated x2 corresponding to the seventh research question (Is there a significant 

difference between the extents of application of each components of multicultural education in the chapters in 

sixth grade social studies textbook?). 

 
Table 8: Matrix of interaction between the components of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies of textbooks. 

Component 

of chapter 

Reflect the ethnic 

diversity... 

Study cultures...  Morale boost...  communication total 

1 2 0 0 0 2 

2 1 0 0 0 1 

3 48 0 0 1 49 

4 16 0 0 0 16 

5 19 0 0 2 21 

6 36 0 0 1 37 

7 8 0 0 0 8 

8 25 0 0 0 25 

9 38 0 0 8 46 

10 10 24 0 10 44 

11 13 4 0 3 20 

12 32 0 1 0 33 

total 248 28 1 25 302 
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Table 9: x2 results between the components of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies and content framework of textbooks. 

 Validity Degrees of freedom Significance level 

x2 182.786a 33 0.000 

Total Ratio 159.437 33 0.000 

Linear continuum 17.760 1 0.000 

Number of acceptable sample 302   

 

 According to the results of table 8 and 9, calculated x2 is equal to 182.786 with a level of perception is not 

meaningful (p ≤.01). Therefore, the null hypothesis is rejected and the research hypothesis is accepted. 

Therefore, we can say 0.99 percent confidence that there is not a significant differences between the components 

of multicultural education and sixth grade social studies, and the difference in the interest component "reflecting 

the ethnic diversity, the environment, religion in the curriculum". In almost chapter except chapter ten that in 

this chapter we consider more to "The Iranian people of other cultures and the world." 

 

Discussion and conclusions:  

 During sixth grade social studies textbook content analysis a total of 302 frequencies of the components has 

been seen related to multicultural education. These frequencies have distributed in four components: 1) 

reflecting the ethnic, the environmental, religious diversity in the curriculum; 2) studying the other cultures of 

peoples of the world and Iran. 3) Strengthen the spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas. 4) National 

and global communication between all cultures and participation of all people from all over the country and the 

world in the development of civilization and knowledge. 

 Investigating the results of the content analysis revealed that Attention to the related concepts of 

multicultural education in sixth grade social studies textbook might not look natural and balanced, because they 

considered "reflecting the ethnic diversity, the environment, religion in the curriculum," Component much more 

than other factors; So that the frequency observed for this component was much greater than expected frequency 

and about other components of multicultural education in particular the component "study other people's 

cultures and the world", the observed frequency were much lower than expected frequency (items 1 and 2 of this 

study). About the content frequency framework in the textbooks, only the observed frequencies in term of 

content framework of text and image content is over than expected frequency and about other content providing 

framework such as work, study, and work sheets, the observed frequency is somewhat lower than the expected 

frequency (Research Question 3). Also, the application of the content in the sixth grade social studies textbook, 

only in the third, sixth, ninth, tenth and twelfth chapter, frequency observed was greater than expected frequency 

(Research Question 4). Result of the interaction between content framework sixth grade social studies book 

chapters suggests that there is a significant relationship between content providing framework such as Such as 

text, activities, files, for studying and working papers in twelve chapters of the textbook. So that in all the 

chapters of this textbooks, Content provided in text format is more than any other form of content (research 

question 5) there is not a significant relationship between applications of each of the components of 

multicultural education in the form of content presentation. In other words, each component of multicultural 

education in various form of content Such as text, activities, files, for studying and paper sheet has been 

distributed more balanced (Research Question 6). 

 There is a significant relationship between in term of the application of each of the components of 

multicultural education in the sixth grade social studies textbook so that most attention to component "reflecting 

the ethnic diversity, the environment, religion in the curriculum" is in the third chapter. The Component "of 

other people's cultures and the world and Iran" pay attention only in the tenth and eleventh. The Component 

"spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas» pat attention in chapter twelve and the component 

"National and global communication between all cultures and people from all over the country and the world in 

Formation of civilization and knowledge " pay more attention in chapter ten (research question 7). Research 

findings regarding the lack of balance in regards to the components of multicultural education in sixth grade 

social studies textbook is compatible with the results of the Shah Hassani [29] of loss of Persian literature and 

elementary school social studies in the regard to the ethnic component. 

 Also, with the results of hakim Zdah et al [12] in term of that we regard to some component more and to 

some low, because we found in their survey that we regard to component of "reflecting the ethnic diversity, the 

environment, religion in the curriculum" But the "spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas," has been 

attended much less. 

 In addition to the above, the results obtained in the present study can be in parallel with these following 

items: The results of the study by Azizi et al [3] in line with that in Teacher Training Centers textbooks that 

little attention has been made to the concepts of multicultural education in their curriculum, Sajjadi [27] in this 

regard that in religious history and geography and textbooks, they most noted to government religion, national 

history and national conditions and ecological environment, Sadeghi [24] about the relative attention of the 

national curriculum document to the components of multicultural education, Iraqiya et al [15] in term of 

Neglecting in the case of ethnic categories in the high school textbooks, Sadeghi [26] in term of insufficient 
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attention to the components of multicultural education in the philosophical foundations of the national 

curriculum document, CIRIC (2014) in terms of very low correlation between Turkish elementary curriculum 

goals and multicultural.  

 With regard to this fact that Content role in achieving the goals of multicultural education is more than 

other elements of the curriculum And children who are educated based different cultures, are in low damage due 

to racial differences in And Iran demographic profile consists of the different cultural, ethnic and linguistic 

groups that have many differences in culture, customs, language, religion [3]. 

 these two factor are so important: The important role of Education in the education of students, Necessary 

changes and revision of the primary school curriculum Based on care and respect to diverse cultures. In this way 

by inducing cultural values, we cab train special citizen [31]. For the life of a culture, Nothing is healthier than 

education that provide protection and the official curriculum of schools in this category may play an important 

role. 

 However the education system in Iran is a centralized educational system and textbooks in the this system 

are as the primary and sometimes the only source available to teachers and students, It is necessary to 

educational planners and curriculum that will prepare the primary school curriculum, With regard to elements of 

the curriculum in order to train students and set their plans and step in line with country's cultural diversity, 

because neglecting in this field will cause consequences such as its backwardness in economic, political, social 

and enmity and discord among ethnic and cultural groups .  

 According to the mentioned subjects, Poverty of sixth-grade social studies textbook In the development of 

all aspects of multicultural education reveals especially the "spirit of tolerance and acceptance of different ideas, 

"and tell us this note that discussed Textbook need fundamental review To develop and deploy components of 

multicultural education. Hence, we recommend the educational planners and curriculum for elementary school 

social studies textbook that in the content of textbooks especially social studies books that expect more attention 

to the cultural context, pay attention to all components of multicultural education in a variety of content such as 

text, image, activities. We recommend to elementary school teachers, especially teachers of social studies in 

teaching about culture Refer to cultural differences and focus more on the cultural universality (those things in 

our cultures). 

 While addition to the school curriculum, All institutions such as the family, the media, and religious and 

cultural institutions have a duty to promote cross-cultural understanding, Openness of mind, lack of hostility 

towards other cultures, knowledge and identify views, Knowledge and respect for the opinions of others to 

create a multi-cultural perspective. 

 Also, for the current multicultural education to follow a logical process, it is recommended that this 

research also has been done on the content of textbooks and curriculum in the primary school and other school 

courses. Among the limitations of this study include: 1) The lack of a clear distinction in terms of barrier being 

of component of multicultural education; 2). Interfere of the analyst's perspective in allocating Units of analysis. 

However, researchers from the recognition that each of the content unit place in which class related to the 

components of multicultural education and try that comply with all operating conditions of Content analysis. 
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